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Now in what consisted precisely the addition made by
Christ to morality ?
It has been already shown that Christ raised the feeling
of humanity from being a feeble restraining power to be
an inspiring passion. The Christian moral reformation
may indeed be summed up in this—humanity changed
from a restraint to a motive. We shall be prepared there-
fore to find that while earlier moralities had dealt chiefly
in prohibitions, Christianity deals in positive commands.
And precisely this is the case, precisely this difference
made the Old Testament seem antiquated to the first
Christians. They had passed from a region of passive
into a region of active morality. The old legal formula
began 6 thou shalt notj the new begins with c thoit shalt.9
The young man who had kept the whole law—that is, who
had refrained from a number of actions—is commanded
to do something, to sell his goods and feed the poor.
Condemnation passed under the Mosaic law upon him
who had sinned, who had done something forbidden—
the soul that sinneth shall die ;—Christ's condemnation is
pronounced upon those who had not done good. <I was
an hungered and ye gave me no meat.' The sinner whom
Christ habitually denounces is he who has clone nothing.
This character comes repeatedly forward in his parables.
It is the priest and Levite who passed by on the other
side. It is Dives, of whom no ill is recorded except that
a beggar lay at his gate full of sores and yet no man gave
unto him. It is the servant who hid in a napkin the
talent committed to him. 'It is the unprofitable servant,
who has only done what it was his duty to do.
Putting together these parables delivered at different
times and to different audiences, yet all teaching the same

